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FROZEN  FOODS  SERVE  WIDE  MARKET 


The  opportunity  awaiting  pro- 
ducers of  precooked  and 
frozen  packaged  foods  in  Alberta 
was  recognized  by  Luigi’s  Tasty 
Foods  Ltd.  of  5610 -96th  Street  in 
Edmonton.  The  new  company  com- 
menced operations  in  January,  pro- 
ducing sharp  frozen  pizza  pies  and 
precooked  packaged  Italian  style 
foods  combining  ravioli  or  spa- 
ghetti with  chicken,  meat  balls  and 
other  dishes. 

Current  operating  capacity  is 
1,200  to  1,800  pizza  pies  or  2,000 
to  2,500  of  the  other  packaged 
foods  per  eight  hour  day.  The  foods 
are  being  distributed  across  Canada 
by  wholesale  distributors.  All  of  the 
foods  produced  are  government  in- 
spected and  quality  controls  are 
strict. 

Pizza  pies  are  prepared  from  the 
finest  selected  ingredients,  carefully 
mixed  and  blended  according  to 
Luigi’s  own  special  recipes.  The  pre- 
baked pie  crusts  are  procured  from 
an  Ontario  supplier,  and  the  other 
ingredients  are  obtained  from  a 
variety  of  sources.  The  Mozzarella 
cheese,  comprising  about  80%  of 
the  filling,  is  shipped  from  Montreal. 

The  prepared  pies  are  wrapped  in 
aluminum  foil  before  insertion  into 


their  attractive  cartons,  and  sharp- 
frozen  at  40  degrees  below  zero  for 
40  minutes.  Four  different  flavours 
are  produced  — mushroom,  pep- 
peroni,  shrimp  and  special,  which  is 
a combination  of  the  first  two.  The 
pies  are  packed  all  ready  for  cooking 
and  need  only  be  heated  for  15 
minutes  to  be  ready  for  serving. 

The  other  packaged  foods  pro- 
duced are  all  precooked  and  frozen 
and  need  only  be  heated  to  be  ready 
to  eat. 

All  of  the  food  preparation  is 
done  on  stainless  steel  tables  and  in 
stainless  steel  vessels,  and  the  whole 
area  is  steam  cleaned  daily. 

Luigi’s  3,400  square  foot  concrete 
block  building  was  specially  built 
for  the  company  at  a cost  of  some 
$55,000  and  incorporates  a number 
of  special  features  such  as  coved 
ceilings  and  floors  for  easier  clean- 
ing, and  its  own  dry  steam  gener- 
ating plant.  The  plant  has  $20,000 
worth  of  equipment  and  had  5 
employees  early  in  January. This  has 
now  been  increased  to  10  bringing 
the  monthly  payroll  to  about 
$2,200.  If  consumer  demand  con- 
tinues to  increase  additional  staff 
will  be  hired. 


The  frozen  Pizza  pies  are  placed 
in  the  cold  storage  room  to 
await  shipment. 
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Alberta  Pumps  And  Sprayers  Travel  Far  Afield 


This  multiple  drilling  machine  drills  up  to  13  holes  simultaneously  in  a 
22  foot  length  of  pipe  to  produce  the  spray  bar  for  a crop  sprayer.  A 
steel  plug  is  then  shot  pneumatically  down  the  inside  of  the  pipe  to 
remove  the  burrs  on  the  drill  holes. 


All  of  Canada  and  much  of  the 
northwestern  quarter  of  the 
United  States  is  the  market  area  for 
the  versatile  line  of  agricultural 
spraying  equipment  manufactured 
by  Golden  Arrow  Manufacturing 
Ltd.,  1439  - 17  Avenue  S.E.,  Cal- 
gary. Its  line  of  high  pressure 
pumps  have  also  found  favour  even 
further  afield  and  are  being  sold  in 
England. 

The  business  was  originally 
founded  in  1947  by  John  E.  (Ned) 
Palmer,  the  father  of  the  company 
president,  Harry  Palmer.  He  perfec- 
ted a good  grain  crop  sprayer  to 
apply  2-4-D  when  it  first  came  on 
the  market.  Today  the  company’s 
annual  sales  of  $750,000  make  it 
one  of  Canada’s  largest  manufac- 
turers of  field  sprayers. 

The  boom  sprayers,  with  boom 
widths  of  from  25  to  58  feet,  are 
especially  suited  to  dry  land  prairie 
farming.  Boom  widths  of  over  25 
feet  have  an  outrigger  wheel  at  the 
end  of  the  boom  which  follows 
ground  contours,  prevents  whip  or 
bouncing  of  the  boom  and  gives  a 
close,  even  spray  distribution  pat- 
tern. One  of  the  unique  features 
which  makes  the  Golden  Arrow 
sprayer  so  popular  is  the  patented 


clamp-on  nozzle  which  requires  no 
wrench  to  assemble  on  the  spray 
bar  and  only  a single  twist  of  a 
wrench  to  align  the  spray.  Light- 
weight aluminum  tanks  and  folding 
booms  for  easier  towing  are  other 
features  of  the  sprayers,  as  well  as 
the  caster  wheels  which  simplify 
manoeuvering.  A line  of  power 
sprayers  for  livestock  or  orchard 
use  is  also  produced.  The  sprayers 
are  mounted  on  a sturdy  steel 
chassis  and  can  be  mobilized  by 
mounting  on  a truck,  trailer,  or 
wheels. 

The  high  pressure  piston  pumps 
are  produced  in  five  models,  capable 
of  handling  from  five  to  20  gallons 
per  minute.  They  can  handle  almost 
any  liquids,  from  water,  oil  and 
petroleum  products  to  corrosive  and 
abrasive  chemicals.  The  features 
which  give  them  such  great  versatil- 
ity include  ceramic  cylinder  liners, 
nylon  piston  cups,  and  valve  cages 
and  seats  of  nylatron,  and  specially 
designed  filters,  manifolds  and  un- 
loading valves. 

The  company  does  its  own  alumi- 
num casting  of  components,  includ- 
ing pump  bodies  and  impellers  and 
has  its  own  machine  shop  for 
producing  most  of  the  parts  for  its 


products.  One  unusual  machine 
drills  13  holes  simultaneously  in  a 
22  foot  length  of  pipe  to  produce  the 
spray  bar.  A steel  plug  is  then  shot 
pneumatically  down  the  length  of 
the  pipe  to  remove  the  interior  burrs 
left  by  the  drills.  A tank  welding  jig 
specially  designed  by  the  company’s 
engineering  staff  permits  continuous 
seam  welding  of  the  aluminum 
sprayer  tanks  with  special  welding 
equipment  in  a semi-automatic  pro- 
cess. The  firm’s  foundry  is  equipped 
with  a versatile  hollow  core  mould- 
ing machine  which  greatly  facilitates 
mould  making.  The  shop  also  does 
custom  core  moulding  for  other 
manufacturers. 

The  company’s  25,000  square 
feet  of  building  space  valued  at 
$100,000  includes  the  machine 
shop,  foundry,  pattern  shop,  paint 
shop,  warehouse  and  storage  space 
and  offices,  housing  $60,000  worth 
of  equipment  altogether.  The  com- 
pany has  50  employees  with  an 
annual  payroll  of  $200,000,  and  has 
its  own  five-man  engineering  staff 
which  is  continually  working  to 
develop  new  products  and  further 
improve  the  famous  line  of  Golden 
Arrow  pumps  and  sprayers. 


NEW  BOOK  FEATURES 
FINGERTIP  FACTS 

Fingertip  facts  about  the  city 
of  Lethbridge  are  made  avail- 
able in  a new  edition  of  a booklet 
published  by  the  city’s  Chamber  of 
Commerce. 

The  booklet  has  been  published 
every  year  since  1948  and  contains 
details  of  the  city,  its  business  pos- 
sibilities, facilities  already  there,  and 
statistics  on  many  aspects  of  the 
city’s  economy. 

The  booklet  is  distributed  to 
banks  and  businesses  across  Canada 
and  the  United  States,  and  around 
the  world  to  every  country  where 
Canada  has  an  embassy,  both  in 
front  of  and  behind  the  Iron  Curtain. 


Prepared  and  published  for  the  Industrial 
Developnnent  Branch  by  the  Alberta  Gov- 
ernment Publicity  Bureau.  Authorized  as 
second  class  mail  by  the  Post  Office 
Department,  Ottawa,  and  for  payment  of 
postage  In  cash. 


APRIL  1964 


INDUSTRIAL  NEWSLETTER 


3 


VERSATILE  PACKBOARD  HAS  MANY  USES 


An  EDMONTON  firm  which 
believes  in  originating  as  well 
as  producing  is  Yoho  Equipment 
Ltd.,  located  at  10325  - 56  Avenue 
in  Edmonton.  The  firm  designs  and 
manufactures  articles  which  have 
never  before  appeared  on  any 
market  in  Canada,  but  for  which 
there  is  an  obvious  need. 

The  first  of  these  is  the  “Yoho- 
Pack”,  a IV2  lb.  multi-purpose 
packboard  made  of  lightweight 
aluminum.  Measuring  19  inches  by 
37  inches,  the  packboard-toboggan 
was  designed  to  support  loads  high 
on  the  back  or  over  the  shoulders  of 
the  user,  as  desired,  and  in  addition, 
to  be  used  as  a sled.  It  is  fitted  with 
nylon  webbing  and  straps,  and 
special  hinges  to  enable  the  coup- 
ling together  of  two  units  if  required. 

Various  model  designs  were  tested 
by  professional  mountaineers  in  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  before  the  pre- 
sent model  was  finally  developed. 
The  Federal  Department  of  Mines 
and  Technical  Surveys  equipped 
expeditions  into  the  Canadian  Arc- 
tic with  Yoho-Packs,  and  reports  on 
these  were  excellent.  Reports  re- 
ceived after  a unit  of  Princess 
Patricia’s  Light  Infantry  used  Yoho- 
Packs  in  their  exercises  resulted  in 
some  of  the  modifications  apparent 
on  the  present  product. 

Two  units  taken  as  packboards 
into  the  Rocky  Mountain  ski  camp 
of  the  Alpine  Club  of  Canada  last 
year  unexpectedly  demonstrated  the 
versatility  of  the  Yoho-Pack  when 
they  were  used  to  evacuate  a skier 
with  a broken  leg.  The  five-hour  trip 
involved  moving  a large,  injured 
man  over  an  8 -mile  trail,  descending 
some  2,000  feet  in  snow  varying 
from  frozen  to  soft  and  wet. 

Yoho-Packs  will  be  put  to  an  even 
more  severe  test  this  year,  when  they 
will  be  carried  as  part  of  the  equip- 
ment of  all  members  of  the  First 
Canadian  Himalayan  Expedition 
which  leaves  for  Nepal  this  spring 
under  the  direction  of  Dr.  E.  F. 
Roots. 

They  are  also  very  effective  as 
stretcher  units  for  use  in  the  oilfields, 
in  lumbering,  by  rescue  patrols,  and 


in  areas  where  no  ambulance  service 
is  available.  It  has  been  determined 
that  the  rear  window  of  most  auto- 
mobiles can  be  easily  removed  and 
a stretcher  made  from  two  Yoho- 
Packs  can  rest  across  the  backs  of 
the  car  seats  to  provide  rigid  trans- 
portation for  an  injured  patient. 

A second  Yoho  product  is  cur- 
rently being  use-tested  on  oilwell 
service  rigs  in  Alberta  and  meeting 
with  enthusiastic  approval.  This  is  a 
tubing  wrench,  designed  to  eliminate 
the  use  of  a pipe  wrench  with  its 
accompanying  risks  to  men  and 
machinery.  The  26-inch  shaft  of 
the  tubing  wrench  rests  in  a bracket 
which  is  welded  to  the  side  of  the 
power  tubing  tong  with  the  wrench 
itself  movably  attached  beneath  the 
tong.  The  wrench  is  applied  and 
taken  off  the  tubing  collar  during 
rotation  of  the  tong,  contrary  to  the 
previous  application  of  a pipe 
wrench,  where  rotation  had  to  be 
stopped.  The  arrangement  of  jaws 
on  this  new  tubing  wrench  prevents 
crimping  and  slipping  of  the  tubing, 
and  there  is  no  danger  of  a tool  fly- 
ing out  of  the  man’s  hand. 

The  wrench,  which  is  adaptable 
to  all  power  tubing  tongs,  is  designed 
to  handle  two  tubing  sizes,  2%”  and 
2%  ” diameter,  and  two  collar  sizes, 
3”  and  3%”  diameter.  The  complete 
tool  consists  of  wrench,  bracket, 
shaft  with  jam  rings,  and  spring  and 
weighs  69  pounds.  Production  will 
begin  shortly. 

The  two  items  described  herein 
are  just  the  forerunners  of  a number 
of  useful  pieces  of  equipment  at 
present  under  development  by  Yoho 
Equipment  Ltd.  Patents  have  been 
applied  for,  and  continual  research 
is  being  carried  out  to  perfect  them, 
before  they  go  on  the  market. 

Yoho  Equipment  Ltd.  consists  of 
the  three  owners,  H.  E.  (Bert) 
Mortensen,  A1  Kirchner,  and  Sieg- 
fried Bucher,  working  in  a plant  area 
of  approximately  1,500  square  feet. 
Additional  staff  will  be  hired  shortly 
as  they  go  into  production  of  the 
tubing  wrench  and  Yoho-Pack  to  fill 
orders  already  received. 


Two  Yoho  - Packs  coupled  to- 
gether form  a sturdy  sled  for 
transporting  heavy  loads. 


With  a Yoho-Pack,  heavy  or 
unwieldy  loads  can  he  more 
easily  carried. 
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From  gloves  to  glue,  from  chemi- 
cals to  canned  goods,  products 
made  in  Alberta  were  displayed  in 
the  colourful  Government  of  Al- 
berta trailer  seen  at  the  right  in 
this  partial  panorama  of  the  Trade 
Fair. 


Trade  Fair  D 

A record  crowd  of  over 
Northwest  Canadian  Trade  Fair 
20  through  25.  More  than  100 
as  well  as  from  Japan,  West 
United  Kingdom,  utilized  the  ( 
area  in  the  SportEx  building. 

The  Fair,  which  was  offici 
Industry,  Hon.  C.  M.  Drury,  is 
Toronto.  It  presents  an  ideal  si 
products,  and  to  provide  the 
industry  in  action. 

Featured  among  the  exhib 
number  of  items  of  heavy  machir 
cameras,  instruments  and  ornam 
model  of  an  Alberta  pulp  mill; 
ture  and  appliances,  plastics,  bui 
large  and  small,  manufactured  ii 


The  Alberta  Phoenix  Tube  and  Pipe 
Ltd.  display  illustrated  the  uses  of 
their  various  sizes  of  pipe  in 
industry. 


Mr.  J.  E.  Oberholtzer,  deputy  min- 
ister of  Industry  and  Development 
for  Alberta,  chats  with  Yoshiko 
Hirose,  of  Kobe,  Japan,  in  front  of 
the  Japanese-manufactured  bus. 


Bottom  right: 
These  outdoor 
ovens  and 
barbecue 
equipment 
received  a 
large  share 
of  attention. 


Bottom  left: 
This  inviting 
display  shows 
upholstered 
furniture 
manufactured 
in  Edmonton 
by  FDY 
Furniture  Co. 
Ltd. 
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Manufactured  in  Edmonton,  the 
two-  and  three-keeled  “catamar- 
rans”  and  sailboats  produced  by 
Power  Cat  (Canada)  Ltd.  received 
admiring  attention  from  many  visi- 
tors. 


iivs  Thousands 

ijO  attended  the  Fourth  Annual 
ch  was  held  in  Edmonton  April 
f)itors  from  all  parts  of  Canada, 
lany,  the  Netherlands  and  the 
^ 70,000  square  feet  of  display 

j)pened  by  Canada’s  Minister  of 
largest  annual  trade  fair  west  of 
ise  for  industry  to  present  their 
jp  with  an  opportunity  to  see 

is  a bus,  a grand  piano,  and  a 
Tom  Japan;  an  amphibious  auto, 
tom  West  Germany;  a complete 
(,  food  products,  clothing,  fumi- 
jmaterials  and  many  other  items, 
ilada. 


The  German  “amphicar”  shared 
the  spotlight  with  cameras,  instru- 
ments and  ornaments,  against  a 
backdrop  of  lighted  photographs 
depicting  the  industrial  aspects  of 
West  Germany. 


Below:  These  large  fibreglass  tanks 
were  manufactured  by  the  Fibre- 
glass  Products  division  of  -North- 

nioQf  Tn 'I I ef'T'i o a T .ffl  n 


Bottom  right: 
Northwestern 
Pulp  and 
Power  Ltd. 
displayed  a 
scale  model  of 
their  complete 
pulp  mill 
complex  at 
Hinton, 
Alberta. 


Below  left: 

Ruddy 

Industries 

Ltd.,  Calgary, 

produces 

distinctive 

Canadian 

souvenirs  and 

gifts, 

accompanying 
each  article 
with  a small 
folder  giving 
the  story 
background 
of  the  item. 
Owner  Bill 
Ruddy 
displayed 
samples  of  his 
products. 
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WIRE  SCREENS  AND  STEEL  REINFORCING  MESH 
MANUFACTURED  BY  EXPANDING  EDMONTON  FIRM 


The  blacksmith  who  established 
his  shop  on  the  corner  of  96 
Street  and  104  Avenue  in  Edmonton 
back  around  1908  wouldn’t  recog- 
nize the  place  today,  but  Edmonton 
Iron  and  Wire  Works  Ltd.  still 
operates  on  the  same  location.  The 
company  has  grown  over  the  years, 
its  latest  expansion  being  a 12,000 
square  foot  concrete  block  building 
costing  about  $160,000,  housing 
$125,000  worth  of  new  equipment, 
at  14505  - 122  Avenue.  The  new 
plant  will  concentrate  on  the  manu- 
facture of  concrete  reinforcing  fab- 


ric, while  the  original  plant  at  10361 
-96  Street  will  continue  to  produce 
wire  screens  and  other  metal  pro- 
ducts. The  original  plant  is  a 7,000 
square  foot  frame  and  stucco  build- 
ing containing  $40,000  worth  of 
equipment. 

The  company  is  a wholly  owned 
subsidiary  of  B.  R.  C.  Weldmesh 
Ltd.,  an  international  company  pro- 
ducing welded  and  woven  steel 
meshes  in  many  parts  of  the  world. 
Edmonton  manager  is  Mr.  Louis 
Gall,  a mining  engineer,  who  has 
been  with  the  company  in  Edmonton 
for  the  past  18  years  and  has  had 
many  years  of  experience  in  design- 
ing and  building  equipment  for  the 
mining  industry.  For  many  years, 
Edmonton  Iron  and  Wire  Works 


Ltd.  was  the  only  manufacturer  of 
woven  wire  and  gravel  screens  in 
western  Canada,  and  it  still  com- 
mands a major  share  of  the  market 
in  the  four  western  provinces. 

Blacksmithing  still  forms  a part  of 
the  company’s  business,  and  in  the 
summer  months,  the  sharpening  of 
chisels,  blades,  points  for  power 
hammers  and  jaws  from  all  kinds  of 
digging,  drilling  and  excavating 
equipment  keeps  the  plant  busy. 
However,  the  bulk  of  the  company’s 
business  now  lies  in  the  manufacture 


of  steel  reinforcing  mesh  for  con- 
crete and  stucco,  woven  steel 
screens  for  gravel  and  coal  proces- 
sing and  miscellaneous  welded  and 
woven  wire  mesh.  Fabrication  of 
reinforcing  steel  by  contract  for 
builders  and  construction  firms  and 
the  fabrication  and  erection  of  light 
structural  steel  components  is  an- 
other important  part  of  their  busi- 
ness. The  firm  also  handles  a wide 
range  of  custom  metal  fabricating  of 
such  items  as  ornamental  iron  rail- 
ings, steel  and  aluminum  gratings 
and  foot  grilles  for  steps  and  walk- 
ways. 

Basic  raw  materials  are  Canadian 
and  imported  steel  wire,  rod,  sheet, 
and  aluminum  sheeting  and  strip.  In 


the  manufacture  of  screens,  the  wire 
is  passed  through  a crimping  ma- 
chine which  indents  it  to  a predeter- 
mined pattern,  and  cuts  it  to  the 
correct  length.  The  crimped  wire 
is  fed  into  a machine  closely  resem- 
bling an  old  fashioned  weaving 
loom,  with  long  strands  of  the  wire 
being  moved  alternately  up  and 
down  by  metal  heddles  and  shorter 
cross-strands  of  wire  being  fed  in  by 
hand  and  pressed  into  place  by  the 
heddle.  This  process  is  carried  out 
by  an  operator  as  the  company  has 
not  yet  found  an  automatic  machine 
which  would  do  the  job.  The  weav- 
ing machines  used  by  the  company 
were  designed  and  built  in  Edmon- 
ton by  its  own  staff. 

The  manufacture  of  reinforcing 
mesh  is  a different  story.  The  com- 
pany’s new  automatic  multiple  elec- 
tric cross  welding  machine  produces 
fabric  widths  of  up  to  10  feet  in 
continuous  lengths  with  mesh  open- 
ings from  2x2  inches  up  to  6 x 6 
inches  square,  welding  as  many  as 
1 20  points  simultaneously.  Rod 
thicknesses  of  seven-sixteenths  down 
to  one-tenth  of  an  inch  are  handled 
by  the  machine  with  equal  facility. 

Gratings  and  grilles  are  produced 
from  narrow  steel  or  aluminum 
strips  which  are  crimped  into  vari- 
ous patterns,  set  on  edge  inside  a 
form  of  the  required  size,  and  spot 
welded  at  intersecting  points.  Any 
rough  welds  are  ground  to  a smooth 
finish  before  painting.  Some  types 
of  grilles  are  used  at  the  entrances 
to  public  buildings,  inset  into  the 
floor  as  shoe  scrapers.  Other  types 
are  employed  in  the  fabrication  of 
steps  and  catwalks  for  fire  escapes 
or  industrial  and  power  plant  uses. 
The  company  provides  a complete 
erection  service  for  these  products 
and  for  its  structural  steel  framing 
and  ornamental  iron  railings.  Its 
wide  range  of  equipment  and  facili- 
ties, and  an  expert  staff  with  many 
years  of  experience  enable  the  com- 
pany to  give  first  class  service  in 
this  type  of  work. 

The  firm’s  products  are  sold 
through  jobbers  and  distributors  and 
direct  to  manufacturers  of  precast 
concrete  products.  Most  of  the 
structural  fabrication  work  is  ob- 
( Continued  on  Page  7) 


Finishing  touches  are  given  to  a mounted  wire  screen  by  a skilled 
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This  9V2  pound  buck  is  a prime  example  of  the 
great  size  of  the  New  Zealand  White,  which  makes 
it  ideal  for  meat  raising. 


The  mother  of  this  family  of  rabbits  is  hidden  by  her 
offspring,  some  of  whom  are  not  so  nervous.  The 
young  rabbits  are  weaned  at  the  age  of  six  weeks 
and  placed  in  separate  cages. 


PAN-READY  RABBITS  MARKETED  BY  CO-OP 


A TYPE  of  business  enterprise 
relatively  new  to  Alberta 
which  may  yet  prove  to  be  the  salva- 
tion of  many  small  farmers  was 
introduced  to  the  province  in  1962 
with  the  formation  of  the  Alberta 
Rabbit  Breeders’  Co-operative  at 
Bassano.  The  18  member  co-op 
raises  rabbits  and  processes  them 
for  sale  at  supermarkets  in  the  same 
manner  as  fryer  chickens. 

The  low  capital  outlay  required  to 
get  started  in  the  rabbit  raising 
business  is  one  reason  why  it  can 
easily  be  adopted  by  many  small 
farmers.  It  costs  about  $3,000  to 
become  established  on  a profitable 
basis,  including  the  cost  of  cages, 
breeding  stock  and  feed  for  about 
300  working  does.  Two  years  of 
breeding  are  required  to  build  up 
numbers  to  the  size  where  fryers  can 
be  sold  at  about  three  months  of  age 
at  a weight  of  five  pounds.  Breeding 
stock  is  ready  for  breeding  at  the  age 
of  six  months  when  the  does  weigh 
about  eight  pounds.  A good  doe  is 
suitable  for  breeding  purposes  for 
about  three  years,  during  which 
time  she  will  have  about  12  to  15 
litters  with  approximately  eight  per 
litter. 

The  stock  most  favoured  for 
breeding  purposes  is  the  New  Zea- 
land White,  which  is  the  Hereford 
of  the  rabbit  family.  Second  choice 
is  the  Californian,  which  is  some- 
times cross-bred  with  the  New 
Zealand  white  to  produce  fryers. 


Founder,  president  and  manager 
of  the  Bassano  co-op  is  John 
Kornelson  who  had  previously  raised 
rabbits  on  the  west  coast,  and  started 
in  Alberta  in  1960.  He  and  his  wife 
run  the  processing  plant  located  in 
the  town  of  Bassano. 

The  Kornelsons  raise  their  rabbits 
on  a farm  about  seven  miles  east  of 
town  where  a 5,000  square  foot  clay 
tile  building  houses  the  stock. 

The  rabbits  are  kept  in  individual 
special  wire  cages  raised  about  four 
feet  off  the  floor  for  ease  of  access 
and  cleaning.  The  young  rabbits 
stay  with  the  doe  in  nest  boxes  until 
they  are  weaned  at  the  age  of  six 
weeks  and  then  removed  to  separate 
cages.  Feed  is  the  big  cost  factor 
in  raising  rabbits,  amounting  to 
about  60%  of  the  total  cost.  Eighty 
does  and  their  young  would  consume 
annually  10  tons  of  hay  and  15  tons 
of  specially  compounded  feed  pellets 
made  up  by  the  Calgary  feed  mill  of 
the  Fur  Farmers’  Association.  At 
three  months,  the  rabbits  are  sold  to 
the  co-op.  TTie  proportion  of  meat 
per  carcase  averages  about  90%  for 
rabbits  compared  to  about  53%  for 
chicken.  The  furs  are  being  sold  to 
Calgary  fur  dealers,  but  may  even- 


( Continued  from  Page  6) 

tained  by  tendering  on  private  and 
public  contracts.  Screens  for  rock 
products  are  usually  made  to  order, 
although  some  regular  sizes  are  kept 
in  stock. 


tually  be  sold  direct  to  Canadian 
hat  manufacturers  when  sufficient 
volume  is  reached. 

When  processed,  they  are  pack- 
aged in  plastic,  cut  up  and  pan  ready 
like  fryer  chicken,  frozen,  and 
shipped  to  Calgary  supermarkets 
where  the  2V^-2%  pound  package 
retails  for  between  65  and  75  cents 
per  pound. 

Because  of  its  low  cholesterol  and 
high  protein  content,  rabbit  meat  is 
said  to  be  especially  valuable  to 
people  on  diets.  It  has  a piquant 
flavour  which  is  a delightful  surprise 
to  those  who  have  never  tasted  it. 

At  present,  the  $10,000  co-op 
processing  plant  only  operates  two 
days  every  two  weeks,  processing  at 
the  rate  of  about  100  rabbits  a week. 
The  700  square  foot  plant  can 
handle  1,000  rabbits  a week  and 
members  hope  to  reach  this  level  of 
production  in  about  three  years’ 
time. 

The  co-op  estimates  that  with 
good  handling,  a profit  of  $1.00  per 
doe  per  month  can  be  realized,  and 
that  a herd  of  300  to  400  does  pro- 
ducing about  10,000  fryers  yearly 
easily  could  be  handled  by  a woman. 


With  as  many  as  35  employees, 
depending  upon  the  season,  the 
company  has  a yearly  payroll  of 
about  $130,000  and  its  wide  range 
of  products  and  services  bring  its 
annual  gross  sales  to  over  half  a 
million  dollars. 
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TOWN  OF  FATHER 

LOCATION 

Section  4-78-21-W5  in  Census  Division  No.  15.  This 
location  is  at  mile  278.8  on  the  Edmonton,  McLennan 
and  Grande  Prairie  Branch  of  the  Northern  Alberta 
Railway  and  three  miles  west  of  Highway  No.  2. 

ALTITUDE 

2,148  feet.  Latitude — 55/44.  Longitude — 117/12. 

TEMPERATURE 

Average  summer,  57.6  degrees  F.,  average  winter,  4.5 
degrees  F.,  average  annual,  33  degrees  F. 

RAINFALL 

Average  annual  rainfall,  9.82  inches;  average  annual 
snowfall,  48  inches;  average  annual  precipitation,  14.62 
inches. 

GEOLOGY 

The  Lower  Smoky  River  shale  or  Kaskapar  formation 
forms  bed-rock  at  nearby  McLennan.  The  shales  of  this 
formatioh  are  dark  black  marine  shales  of  the  Upper 
Cretaceous  Age. 

SOIL 

Falher  is  in  the  dark  grey  soil  zone. 

LIVING  CONDITIONS 

The  town  is  the  centre  of  a good  mixed  farming  dis- 
trict and  modern  buildings  line  the  wide,  gravelled 
streets.  Tree  lined  boulevards  beautify  the  residential 
districts  and  the  local  residents  are  proud  of  their 
flower  and  vegetable  gardens.  Of  all  the  town  and  dis- 
trict activities,  those  centering  around  the  church,  the 
convent  and  the  college  are  the  closest  to  the  hearts 
of  the  town’s  residents.  Good  hunting  and  fishing  are 
readily  available  in  the  surrounding  district.  In  the 
last  ten  years,  an  average  of  six  new  houses  per  year 
have  been  built.  Average  rent  for  a five  room  house  is 
from  $45  to  $55  per  month. 

ADMINISTRATION 

The  town  is  governed  by  a mayor,  elected  for  a two 
year  term,  and  six  councillors,  two  elected  each  year 
for  a three  year  term.  The  secretary  treasurer  admini- 
sters the  town’s  affairs  in  accordance  with  the  policies 
set  up  by  the  council. 

LAW  ENFORCEMENT 

There  is  one  town  police  constable  and  a resident  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace.  The  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police 
patrol  the  highway  and  surrounding  rural  area.  Build- 
ings must  conform  to  standards  set  by  the  council  and 
gas,  electrical  and  sanitary  installations  must  comply 
with  provincial  regulations. 

FIRE  PROTECTION 

The  fire  brigade  consists  of  a fire  chief  and  12  volun- 
teer firemen  and  is  supplied  with  modern  equipment. 
Water  from  nearby  Kimewan  Lake  is  pumped  into  a 
13  million  gallon  reservoir  to  supply  the  13  fire  hy- 
drants conveniently  located  throughout  the  town. 

TAX  STRUCTURE 

The  mill  rate  is  69  mills,  based  on  29.2  municipal  and 
general;  23  Alberta  School  Foundation;  2.8  Alberta 
Hospitals’  Act;  1.3  health  unit;  1.6  civil  defence; 
and  11.1  debenture  debt  service.  Total  assessment 
is  $1,257,650,  made  up  of  land,  $96,410,  based  upon 
100%  of  its  fair  value;  improvements,  $1,035,660,  based 
upon  60%  of  fair  value;  $109,820  business;  $10,750 
power  lines;  $2,810  gas  pipelines;  $2,200  telephone 
lines. 

UTILITIES 

Three  phase  60  cycle  power  and  also  natural  gas  are 
supplied  under  a franchise  by  Northland  Utilities  Limi- 
ted. Water  is  obtained  from  Kimewan  Lake  and  piped 
into  a 13,000,000  gallon  reservoir  and  into  the  water 
mains.  L.P.  gas  and  diesel  fuel  are  also  available. 


EDUCATION 

The  town  constitutes  a unit  of  the  Falher  Consolidated 
School  District  No.  69.  Grades  I to  XH  are  taught  along 
with  the  following  optional  subjects:  home  economics, 
shop,  drama  and  art.  The  College  of  Notre  Dame  de 
la  Paix  was  completed  in  1950.  Students  study  theology, 
commercial  subjects,  agriculture  and  industrial  arts  at 
the  college. 

RECREATION 

There  are  the  usual  fraternal  and  social  societies  and 
associations,  as  well  as  a theatre,  municipal  hall, 
hockey  and  skating  arena,  baseball  diamond  and  pro- 
vision for  various  indoor  and  outdoor  sports.  The 
Roman  Catholic  Parish  supports  a library  and  a drama 
club. 

LOCAL  RESOURCES 

Mixed  farming  is  the  main  activity  in  the  area.  The 
average  farm  exceeds  400  acres  in  size.  About  60% 
of  the  farms  are  owner  occupied  and  75%  of  the  land 
is  improved.  Barley,  oats,  wheat,  and  forage  seed  crops 
are  all  equally  important.  In  recent  years,  rape  seed 
production  has  assumed  a growing  importance  as  a 
cash  crop.  The  town  serves  a trading  area  of  552  square 
miles  with  a population  of  over  5,101,  and  the  town’s 
1963  population  was  856. 

BUILDING  SITES 

Residential  and  industrial  sites,  adjacent  to  trackage 
and  highway,  may  be  purchased  at  reasonable  prices 
from  private  owners. 


For  further  information  about  Falher  write 

Mr.  E.  Maure, 

Secretary-T  reasurer, 

Town  of  Falher, 

Falher,  Alberta. 


or 


R.  MARTLAND 

Director  of  Industrial  Development 
Department  of  Industry  and  Development 
335  Highways  Building 
Edmonton,  Alberta. 


